THE END OF THE PLAY.
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free himself; about his New York friends, the misconstructions his nature suffered under even among those who knew him, and other confidential topics that the charm of his listener and his own readiness to indulge in quick intimacies, beguiled him into. In particular it should be noticed that he showed her a letter from Griswold, accepting his commission to edit hia works in case of his sudden death.
These reminiscences of quiet mornings in the grounds of Duncan's Lodge and of social evenings at the houses of various friends do not contain the whole story of this summer. Twice during this visit, it is said, Poe again suffered severe illness in consequence of intemperance, and though he recovered under kind and skillful care, he was told "by his physician, Dr. Carter, that another such indulgence would probably prove fatal; and in the course'of a long conversation in which Poe was moved to tears he convinced this gentleman of his earnest desire to overcome his temptations and of hia unavailing struggle against them, though he had still, it seems, courage to keep up hope for the last trial.
During these months, too* he renewed his attentions to Mrs. Shelton and asked her hand in marriage. There is no room to doubt that in this act he obeyed worldly motives; for though, there had been romantic passages between them in schooldays, there is no likelihood that these would have prevailed on Poe to unite himself with a woman who is described as of plain manners, older than himself,, forbore to interrupt him. He passed slowlye]
